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. . . When I rose to address the meeting, the Sub-Inspector of police
stood in front of me and told me not to speak. Asked for a written
order he refused to give one but showed me Circular No. 6359 referred
to above .... He further told me that if I persisted in speaking, he
would physically stop my mouth by laying his hand upon it
This being a somewhat novel proceeding ... I obeyed the order and
did not speak. The local Magistrate and Mamlatdar was present through-
out. . . .

Let me complete this lurid picture by adding a summary of
events in Allahabad :

On the 25th November last SL Gazette Extraordinary was issued by the
Government extending the application of the Criminal Amendment Act
of 1908 to the U.P. and declaring all Volunteer Corps of Khilafat, Con-
gress and similar institutions having as their object boycott of foreign
cloth, picketing or boycott of the Prince's visit as unlawful assemblies.

On the same day, according to the announcement 'previously made,
a meeting of the Provincial Congress Committee was held which resolved
to form a Volunteer Board on the lines laid down by the Working Com-
mittee. A form of pledge was drawn up and 75 members present at the
meeting signed it as volunteers. The first victim of Government wrath
was Pandit Harkaran Nath Mishra of Lucknow who had gone to Lakhmi-
pur to address a meeting. Then followed the arrests at Lucknow of Mau-
lana Khaliquzzaman and others of the Congress and Khilafat Commit-
tees on the morning of 6th December. On the evening of the same day
Pandits Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal Nehru1, Purushottamdas Tandon2
and others were arrested, who have since been sentenced to various terms
of imprisonment for enlisting as volunteers. Then followed a short pause
which was broken on the llth instant by the arrest of 67 volunteers,
mostly while painting a placard on the walls of Anand Bhavan3 .re-
questing the people not to participate in the Prince's reception. The cli-
max, however, was reached on the 13th instant when the whole Provincial
Congress Committee was besieged by the police while in session, and the
whole body of members excepting the two secretaries and two others were
arrested. The Committee sat at 1 p.m. and continued the meeting till
9 in the evening. At about half past five, the police under one D.S.P.

1  1889-1964; statesman and writer; India's first Prime  Minister, 1947-64;
Bharat Ratna; author of Glimpses of World History,   Autobiography, etc.
2  1882-1962;  lawyer and eminent leader of U.P.;  founder, Hindi Sahitya
Sammelan; President, Indian National Congress, 1950; Bharat Ratna.  He was
at that time Chairman of the Allahabad Municipality.
3 Motilal Nehru's residence
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